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In reply to the Office Action of October 3, 2003, Applicant submits the following & 
remarks. The 3 -month deadline for response to this office action is January 3, 2004^ which is on 
a Saturday. Applicants submit this response on January 5, 2004, which is on a Monday, and 
believe that it is timely. 

Claims 1-13 are pending. 


Claim Rejections 35 (JSC 103 

Claims 1-4, 8, 9, 11-13 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gotou (U.S. Patent No. 5,562,336). 

*' Applicants respectfully assert that claim 1 is not taught or suggested by the Gotou 
reference for at least the following reasons. 

First, the office action states that the functional recitation "light distribution control 
means performs light distribution control over the headlamp according to one of information 
adopted with the priority given thereto" has not been given patentable weight because it is 
narrative in form. Applicants respectfully disagree for the following reasons. 
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